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from tePASTOR —

Are you ready for summer
vacation? | have to say, I'm
ready for the vacation part,
but not the summer part. The
longer | live in the Phoenix
area, the more | dislike the
summer months...and every
year it seems like the summer
gets longer and longer. |
should have known what we were in for when
we moved here in 1988, in the middle of July,
and the temperature at 3:30 in the morning was
103 degrees!! The only good thing about being
in Phoenix in the middle of the summer is that
many of the people who live here during the
winter go someplace else...which means the
lines at the supermarket are a little shorter, and
the traffic on the freeway is a little lighter! But
other than that, the only good thing about
summer in Phoenix is...well, nothing!

This summer | will be spending quite a bit of
time away...although not all of it will be personal
time. In June, | will be serving yet again as
Dean for Senior High Camp up on Mingus
Mountain. | can feel those cooler days and
downright chilly nights already!! After that, I'll be
attending Annual Conference in the middle of
June. Then, in July, after about 5 days of
vacation, | will be traveling to London, England
to take part in a 10-day Wesley Pilgrimage
sponsored by the UMC Discipleship Ministries.
And after that, in August, I'll be taking at least a
week of vacation to visit with my sisters and
spend some time resting and recharging my
batteries.

While I'm away from my pastoral
responsibilities here at Faith, Joshua Warner,
who is a candidate for ministry with our Annual
Conference, and Pastor Deborah Schauer,
pastor at Shepherd of the Valley UMC will be
available for any pastoral care needs. Please
check with the office if you are in need of
pastoral care and Mike will assist you with the
name and number of the best person to call.
They will, of course, keep me informed of any
issues that need my attention, and | will most
likely be available by phone or email in the
event of an emergency.

In addition, while I'm away, you will be
blessed with some excellent preaching by both
Joshua and my good friend, Suzanne Jacobson
Cherry. Joshua, as you know, is a candidate for
ministry in our conference. He recently returned
to a more active role at Faith following an
internship at Shepherd of the Valley UMC.
Suzanne and | began our seminary educations
at the same time, and spent many hours
together commuting back and forth between
here and Claremont School of Theology in
Southern California. She has a Masters of
Divinity Degree from Claremont, and is moving
toward ordination in UMC in the future. | know
you will appreciate both of their messages while
I’'m away from worship.

Know that even though I'm away from the
church, and may from time to time be
worshiping elsewhere, you are always in my
heart, in my thoughts, and in my prayers. God
bless and have an enjoyable summer (at least
the beginning of it!).

Pastor Jody

June-July 2015 - Page 1



Thinking theologically:

“Many people were coming
dand going, so there was no
A time to eat. He said to the
A apostles, “Come by yourselves
4 to a secluded place and rest
for a while. (Mark 6:31 )

I don't know about you, but sometimes |
just get so tired. Some would say it's because |
work too hard...others would say it's because
I'm not sleeping well enough, and both of them
would be right. | tend to be a bit of a
workaholic, especially when there’s a lot of work
to be done. And when it's hot outside, | don't
sleep very well, even when the air conditioning
is on. What's more, for the last 30 years, ever
since my children were born, even the slightest
noise wakes me up at night..and once I'm
awake, my brain starts working, thinking about
all the things that need to get done, and then
there’s no hope of me going back to sleep! It's
times like that when | wish someone would just
knock me over the head with something and
render me unconscious so | could get the rest |
need!

Jesus understood the value of rest. In
chapter 6 of Mark's gospel, we read that Jesus
traveled around to various villages, teaching the

people about the kingdom of God. He even
sends the disciples out, two by two, giving them
authority to teach and do miracles, and when
they all come back together, he knew that they
needed a break. So he says to them, “Come,
rest awhile.” Take a break. Take a load off. It's
time to go someplace secluded, alone. So you
can rest, recharge, and be ready for what
happens next.

As your pastor, | love each and every one
of you. I hope you know that, because it's true.
But | also need time alone, time to rest,
recharge, and be ready for what happens next.
And summer is a good time to do that, since it's
the time of year so many people take time to
“get away.” So | will also be taking some time
off this summer. David and | have made plans
to be away at the beginning of July, and in
August I will be traveling to Tennessee to spend
some time with my two sisters. Both of these
will be times when | will rest and relax...so | can
be ready for the fall and all of the wonderful
opportunities that season brings.

I hope you will also be taking time to get
away, whether you spend time with family or
just go by yourself to a quiet place. But
whatever you do, know that you’re in good
company, because even Jesus took time to rest.

Pastor Jody

WE'RE STACKING UP THE TUNA

Food Drive

Yup!

and 130 cans/packages of beans, folks!

We're doing great with our collection of tuna fish and

beans - this year's Annual Conference mission project, “Drive

Out Hunger.” At last report we had amassed 130 “units.” That's 130 cans of Tuna

Looks like we're well on our way to our
super-goal of 200 “units” to be delivered to Desert Mission Food Bank this month!

June 15th is the absolute positive deadline to get our count into conference then

AND RACKING UP THE BEANS!

post our total with a photo of all those nutritious items, so be sure to get your items in as soon as

possible.

Faith UMC Website:
faithumcphoenix.org

Videos of Sunday sermons
faithumcphoenix.org/sermon-videos/

Faith UMC Facebook Page:

facebook.com/FaithUMCPhoenix

Faith UMC Facebook Group:

facebook.com/groups/FaithUMCPhxGroup
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BUNCH PLANS NEXT ; 4

TWO MONTHS’ é"‘w
MEETINGS

The Faith Lunch Bunch meets monthly on
the third Thursday for a nice lunch with no
cooking or doing dishes. Our May lunch was
held at Denny’s with ten ladies enjoying
breakfast, brunch, & lunch together.

The next gathering for Ilunch will be

Thursday , June 18" .at
the Sizzler located north
of MetroCenter at 10450 N
28th Drive.

It was decided to meet soon at the Miracle
Mile Deli, however the deli is moving

“sometime” in the next few Weeks SO Iunch

there has been deferred
until  Thursday, July
16"™. The new location
for Miracle Mile Deli will

be 4433 North 16" Street (the southeast corneré

of 16™ Street and Campbell).

All are welcome to join us on June 18" and
July 16". Come enjoy the food and fellowship!

Sidewalk Sunday School
Breaks for Summer

Many  wonderful

]memorles were

made this past year on
Saturdays at our Sidewalk
Sunday

School as ~
attendance ranged
from 3 to 30. We
celebrated the end
of the season on
= = May 16" with a fun
-filled water day Slxteen young people as well
as many adults joined in the celebration.

We look forward to the fall when Sidewalk
Sunday School will resume.

Upcoming
Sermons

Parables from the Backside:
Stories with a Twist
The parables of Jesus are beloved stories

that guide us as we strive to lead a Christian
life. And for some of us they've become so
familiar that their meanings no longer
impress us because they've become so
familiar. In this sermon series, we’ll explore
the parables from a new perspective: through
the eyes of one of the minor or
unsympathetic characters. Our goal is not to
detract from the traditional meanings of these
beloved stories, but to add new meaning for
our everyday lives. Join us as we take a new
and different look at the parables of Jesus — a
look from the backside .

June 14 When the Good Samaritan is Bad

News
June 21 A Case for the Un-hired Hand
June 28 God Called a Party, but Nobody
Came

July 5  The Prodigal Who Stayed at Home

July 12 The Seasons of the Soil

July 19 The Timid Soul

July 26 Pardon My Insistence

Faith at the Movies

Just like last summer, we will offer a
sermon series straight out of the theaters...
well, sort of! Our summer movie series will
feature several different movies, both old and
new. The movies will be shown in the
Koinonia Room on Friday nights, followed on
Sunday by a sermon based on the movie that
was shown. The first movie will be shown on
July 31 with its accompanying sermon on
August 2. The series will continue through
Labor Day.

The movies to be shown in this series are
yet to be determined. If there’s a movie you
would like us to consider, please email Pastor
Jody at jody.topping@gmail.com.
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ZIPPERS ZIP IT UP FOR THE
SUMMER

Meeting every Tuesday
throughout the fall, winter, and
spring, our Zippers made and
sewed 52 lap robes and 27 pair
of slippers. On the last Tuesday
of May, some of the members
met and packed it all up for
delivery to Infinity Hospice
Care. g

Zippers
will resume
their
weekly
9:00 am meetings this
fall on Tuesday,
September 15th.
Donation of any material

GOOD JOB
ZIPPERS!!

LOOKING ONLINE ..

Ebola a year later...more than 11,000
people died from the virus
during the West African
epidemic. The United
Methodist Church is on the
frontlines of recovery efforts.
umc.org/news-and-media/
ebola-the-struggle-to-recover-in-africa

Faith's 50th anniversary made the
newspaper on May 12th. Here is a link to the
article. www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/
phoenix/2015/05/12/faith-united-methodist-
turns-50/27143641/?fb_ref=Default

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
JUNE 17-21

On June 17-21, Pastor Jody and our Lay
Delegate, Joshua Warner, will attend Annual
Conference at the Renaissance Hotel in
Phoenix. They will join with other pastors and
lay delegates to hear important reports and
make vital decisions related to our Conference
and our Denomination. This will be an
important Annual Conference because in
addition to the above, delegates will be
deciding which clergy and lay people will be
selected to represent our Conference at General
Conference, which will be held in the spring of
2016 in Portland, Oregon.

Imagine!
Ignite!
Inspire!

This year's Annual Conference theme is
“Inspire.” It follows the themes of “Imagine” (in
2013) and “Ignite” (in 2014). During this
Conference, our Bishop and Conference
Leaders will offer information and ideas that
will inspire us to move forward toward our
ultimate goal as a denomination of making
disciples for the transformation of the world.

On May 21, Pastor Jody attended the pre-
conference briefing during which various
individuals from our Annual Conference office
highlighted some of the things they will be
doing. One new event will include a Ministry
Fair that we've been told will include a variety
of activities as well as information booths that
delegates will be able to visit in order to gather
new information and ideas. Delegates will also
be participating in “Holy Huddles” -
opportunities to share ideas with one another
so we can all be inspired to be more actively
involved in the spread of the gospel in our
communities and throughout the world.

In the weeks that follow Annual
Conference, Pastor Jody and Joshua will report
on what happened and what was decided
during Annual Conference. Please keep them
both in your prayers as they participate in this
important event .

June-July 2015 - Page 4



CELEBRATING OUR
GRADUATES

On Sunday, June 28th, we will celebrate
with those in our congregation who graduated
from both high school and college this year,
including Colton Krolak, Kathryn Thurston, and
Erika Topping. More information about these
graduates, their courses of study and their
plans for the future will be included in our next
newsletter. We hope you will join us on June
28th during Coffee Chat as we celebrate their
accomplishments as well as their bright and
promising futures.

MISSION STATEMENT
Faith United Methodist Church

Faith United Methodist Church is an
inclusive* Christian congregation dedicated to
the care of its constituents in order to serve the
local community; and in co-operation with
other faith-based organizations, to reach out to
all persons* who seek personal acceptance,
require sustaining assistance, or yearn for a
meaningful life purpose beyond self.

*Regardless of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity,
race, or sexual orientation.

PASTOR JODY TO PARTICIPATE IN WESLEY PILGRIMAGE

For 10 days during the month of July, your
pastor will be participating in the Wesley
Pilgrimage in and around London, England. |
was one of several church leaders, both lay and
clergy, who received scholarships from the UMC
Discipleship Ministries (formerly the General
Board of Discipleship) that cover the majority of
the trip. The Pilgrimage itself is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to walk in the footsteps of
our founder, John Wesley, experience some of
the places where he and his brother, Charles
were in ministry, and hear some marvelous
speakers share vital information about the
beginning of the Methodist movement.

The Pilgrimage will begin in Salisbury,
home to a vital Methodist congregation that
was once served by Francis Asbury. Asbury
was appointed by John Wesley as one of the
first two bishops of the Methodist Episcopal
Church in the United States. After Salisbury, we
will explore Epworth (the Wesley’s birthplace),
Oxford (where John & Charles led the Holy
Club), Bristol (home of the Methodist societies
and class meeting), and London (where John
built the center of British Methodism).

Since this is a continuing education event
there is quite a bit of required reading, which
I've been working through in my spare time.
While I'm there, I'll be attending lectures and
other teaching sessions, as well as meeting
with a small group of other pilgrims. As a
lifelong Methodist, I'm excited about learning
more about this denomination that I've come to
love, and look forward to sharing what I've
learned with all of you when | return.

A pilgrimage is a journey to a sacred place
as an act of religious devotion. Each day will
begin and end with scriptural devotions, prayer,
and receiving of the sacrament of Holy
Communion. The goal of this pilgrimage is to
help us grow as faithful leaders for the United
Methodist Church and its mission to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world. This is a rare opportunity that I'm
so grateful to be a part of. | will be leaving on
July 11 and will return July 23. I would greatly
appreciate your thoughts and prayers while I'm
traveling during this time of learning, study,
and prayer.

Blessings, Pastor Jody
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STRENGTH FOR THE JOURNEY

- A GREAT EXPERIENCE

I am excited to share with you the
great experience that our campers and
staff had at the annual Strength For The
Journey (SFTJ) retreat for people living
with HIV/AIDS held between May 14th
and 17th at Mingus Mountain. Earlier this
year, we were hoping to have between 6 and 10 campers as we were in the process of creating the
next chapter of this retreat with some changes in staff and programming. In the end, we had 38
campers and 12 staff including one of the largest groups of women campers in recent years thanks
in part to one of our staff members who brought several women from Powersource Tucson, an
empowerment program for women living with HIV/AIDS.

During the retreat, there were several great workshops that were held including journaling and
yoga, nutrition, and photography. We also had crafts and tie-dye activities, along with our annual
affirmation bag project which is our opportunity as a SFTJ community to affirm each other with
cards of encouragement which truly give our staff and campers strength along the journey, giving
them a piece of the love that is experienced in the short four-day retreat as they return home.

I also had the opportunity to spend some quality time with several campers ministering to them,
hearing their stories on what brings them to the camp and identifying ways that our SFTJ
community can support them in their life’s journey. | learned through their stories their courage and
success along with some painful memories that they are still working to get past. | learned that
many of our campers have some significant histories and that HIV/AIDS is not their only challenge.
They suffer from substance addictions, unemployment, underemployment, and homelessness. Some
of our campers are undocumented and as a result have challenges getting and taking the
medications necessary to fight their HIV infection.

Another great outcome of the retreat was not only ensuring that we will have return campers
next year, but as a result of their experiences, some of our campers have chosen to return to
church after several years of feeling ostracized from their faith because of their diagnosis.

All in all, 1 and the staff believe that this year’s
SFTJ retreat was a success on many levels.

From my own perspective, this part of my
journey has affirmed for me my own calling.
These campers have taught me what It means
to be invited into a space where strangers are
not easily trusted and to have the opportunity

UNITED METHODIST YOUTH
FELLOWSHIP — UPDATE

We are so excited to share that Faith

United Methodist Church has a new UMYF
group. It started at the end of April and
includes 12 young people, some of whom are
actively involved in our church and others who
are not. As a group they brainstormed about
ways they can be of service to our church and
the community, fun activities they would like to
participate in, and learning opportunities that
will help them grow in their faith. Please keep
these young people in your prayers as we work
together and hopefully grow as a group.

to truly be the hands and feet of Christ to
others so that they can experience the
goodness of God’s grace .

In God'’s Graces, Joshua

Deadline for the August issue of the Q

Koinonia will be &
& Friday, July 24", &
() Please submit all articles, information, ()
@ and photos to Esther Frank @

(estherfrank@cox.net).

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
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SUNDAYS IN MAY

ishing was the theme for the first four Sundays in May as Pastor Jody
called us to remember Jesus called us to be “Fishers of Men” as we
share the love of Christ with others.

MAY 10 - MOTHER’S DAY

other’s day greeted
worshipers with a lovely
altar and carnations for
each of the ladies. A
special Coffee Chat was served after the service.

MAY 16 - SIDEWALK SUNDAY SCHOOL

rapping up a good year - the Sidewalk Ministry
held a wet and wonderful end with a “Water
Day” in the courtyard. See separate article for
more pictures.

MAY 24 - PENTECOST
ed, orange and yellow clothing were the order of the
day as we celebrated Pentecost and the
coming of the Holy Spirit to the disciples.
The new paraments created by Carolyn

MacAlpine are a beautiful complement to the

season.

MAY 31 - FAREWELL GINNIE!
e bid farewell to Ginnie Hakes this Sunday. Ginnie, our
talented - and patient - choir director for the past year
and a half, has taken a full time teaching job so will be
unable to continue working at Faith. We wish her the
best!
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Dear Members and Friends
of the Desert Southwest

Conference...

(An open letter on Bishop Bob'’s Blog)

Grace and peace to you in the name and
spirit of Jesus Christ!

Many organizations are experiencing the
challenges of the changing social environment
in which we live. Shifting dynamics of
demographics and economics create distinctly
different challenges for us in the United
Methodist Church and the Desert Southwest
Conference as well.

These societal changes are evident as we
look at the patterns of worship attendance,
church mission participation (in committees,
UMW, UMM, youth groups, Bible studies, and
other small groups), congregation finances,
maintenance of buildings and other property,
and many other areas of church life. Clearly, we
are seeing that we cannot continue doing things
the way we have been. Change is in the air.

In order to help us navigate through some
of the dynamic changes that are taking place in
our Desert Southwest Conference, | have
invited a small group of persons to meet with
me to discuss prayerfully some of the ways in
which our Conference might best meet the
challenges of the present. This small group is
the Missional Stewardship Task Group. My hope
is that this group will reflect prayerfully on the
challenges that our congregations face and will
consider ways that we might change that is
focused on fulfilling our mission.

Members of the Task Group are: Anthony
Tang, Barbara Davis Hines, Dave McPherson,
Jerry McGuire, Jonathan Arnpriester, Kathie
Barnes, Mary Bullis, Randy Bowman and Sharon
Ragland. They offer a wide range of expertise
and gifts, but they all possess a love for Jesus
Christ, a strong commitment to the church, and
a willingness to dedicate time and energy to the
task to which I have invited them.

These persons have been invited “to
engage in honest reflection in order to steer our
annual conference toward increased growth and
vitality while maintaining a sharpened focus on

our ministry as we

align our resources
with our mission and
our strategic
direction.” Let me

share some of what I
am expecting:

To engage in
honest reflection. Our
honesty is a gift to
each other, to the
church, and to God. This Task Group has been
asked to prayerfully reflect and to come to the
table with open minds, but with a willingness to
be honest about our thoughts and feelings
about very critical matters related to our
Conference and its future.

To steer our annual conference toward
increased growth and vitality. We will be
learning what our current reality is as a
Conference. What does it mean to live in a
geographic area where the economy is slowly
rebounding, and where the communities we live
in are changing dramatically while the
populations in our pews are aging? Does our
Conference support and encourage growth? Or
are we willing to simply wait for decline to take
us over until the last person “turns off the
lights” in our beautiful sanctuaries?

To maintain a sharpened focus on our
ministry. In our conversations, we want to
discuss the way we order ourselves as a
Conference. Do the structures that are in place
best utilize our laity and clergy for mission and
ministry? Or are we simply putting names on a
slate of officers and committee members
without real attention to the passion and the
interests and the talents of the individuals or
the purpose of the committees and task groups?

To align our resources with our mission and
strategic direction. We want to ask ourselves
how to best insure that decisions about
resources are directly connected to the mission
of The United Methodist Church and the
Strategic Direction of our Conference. How, for
example, might we best utilize our financial
resources to promote the making of disciples of

(Continued on page 9)

June-July 2015 - Page 8



(Continued from page 8)

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world? And how would we best use our
resources to empower leaders who create vital
congregation? We need to create a culture
where decisions related to the use of resources
are foundationally about MISSION and about
GOD, more  than  about institutional
preservation.

We will be discussing a wide range of
topics, and we are guided by a book written by
Bishop Robert Schnase, entitled “Remember
the Future.” The Task Group is not called to
make any decisions for the Conference, but
rather, to serve as a guiding, advisory group for
me. Out of the synergy of our conversations
may come some recommendations that may be
shared with the Conference for possible
implementation through channels of decision
making that are already in place.

I ask that you please hold this group in
prayer, with the hope that God's guidance will
lead us. As always, | invite you to share your
thoughts, your questions, your concerns, your
prayers with me.

In Christ,.

Robert T. Hoshibata

50th ANNIVERSARY BOOKLET

Our 50th
Anniversary Booklet
is taking longer than
expected to
complete, but we
know it will be worth
the wait! Pastor Jody
has spent many
hours looking for
tidbits of information .
from Faith's 50 year | [ =
history in past e ————
newsletters and other historical documents,
which will make this booklet more unique. We
know you are anxious to receive your very own
copy of the booklet...we’ll keep you posted as it
is produced and completed .

L_;"""d* Vbmtted CMethadir Ghurch

FAMILY PROMISE WRAPS UP A
REWARDING WEEK AT FAITH

Faith recently finished another week of
Family Promise.

This time we had a small group...only 3
families. (5 parents and 4 children.) That meant
that the week was quieter than usual; but it
doesn't mean that it was any less work! Forty-
two different people volunteered over 327
hours of their time! That is very impressive!
And | am excited that we had some new
helpers this time around. The youth from
Crossroads provided a dinner for us, and we
had 4 new people act as overnight hosts. So
hats off to everyone!

Our Family Promise week started on
Mother's Day, and LaVonna had fixed gift bags
for all of the Moms...a little act of kindness that
the Moms really appreciated. Thank you
LaVonna.

And there were so many others of you
who shared acts of kindness with our guests
this week.:

e Carol and all of you helpers who provide
food for the families

« and all of you who wash dishes and clean up

« all of you overnighters who give up a good
night's sleep so our guests can have a place
to sleep

e All of you who play games and read stories
to the children

« and all of you who listen to, and share with
the parents

o and those of you who provide clean laundry
for them

« and those who donate money to support the
program

All of these small acts add up to a great
gift of love we share with our guests...and they
thank you!....and I thank you!

Jane Kriege

),/ - - > 2 -
“amily Promise
/.//\( of Greater Phoenix

Bullding corrrmunities, strengithening lives.
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